aCOSi 


Subj: Re: EAC Region 8 Newsletter #416 - August IS, 2004 

Date: 8/27/2004 3:25:07 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 

Congratulations to Ed Fuhrman on cherrypicking what is probably the finest known 1804 C3. In 1997 I 
acquired from Bill Weber the specimen he had purchased at the 1995 EAC Sale, lot #109. It was described 
there as sharpness 15+, net grade 10 because of an old cleaning and the resultant hairlines. It was also 
described as the finest of four known examples. Both Bill and I agreed that it was the finest that we knew or 
had heard of at that time. I have not heard since of a better one until yours appeared. It sounds to me that 
yours is now the finest, and we can both bring ours to EAC 2005 so that you can confirm that this is the case. 
Once again, congratulations I 
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Subj: new half cents 

Date: 2/18/2008 12:41:12 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

Hello Tett, 

I hope you are doing well. 

It’s been a while since our last email. 

I've been busy as usual searching ebay for interesting things. 

Here are some photos of two coins that I thought you might be interested in seeing. 

The coin with the spot on the cheek was on ebay last October. Picked it up for around $1500. 

The better of the two coins was purchased for only $85 with a "buy it now" option on ebay. It also comes with a 
great story that the seller was gracious enough to share with me. 

These are the 5th and 6th examples I've discovered since Aug.2004. How do I keep finding these?? :-) 

Enjoy, 

Ed Fuhrman 


Re: new half cents 

2/18/2008 1:26:09 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 


Ed, Nice to hear from you. I am well and hope you are also. Thanks for asking. Congratulations on your 
discoveries. There is no mystery as to how you keep finding them. The factors are: 

1) You are knowledgeable. 

2) You have sharp eyes. 

3) You are persistent and work at it. "The harder I work the luckier I get" 

4) The variety is not as rare as once thought. I have four, acquired at a time when it was said that only five 
were known. Two of mine have different stages of the obverse cud. Have you encountered any with the 
cud ? 


Regards, Tett 




Subj: Re: 1800 Cl Manley DS 1.0 Question 

Date: 10/1/2004 5:33:34 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 

CC: 



I agree with Ron that we can't be absolutely certain whether this is state 1.0 or 2.0. It it was easy or obvious, 
we wouldn't be having this exchange. However, my state 2.0 specimens show a clear clash mark from the L in 
LIBERTY. I don't see it on yours, but that could be an effect of the lighting. 

With respect to the sharpness of UNIT, I agree with Ron that it is relatively sharp on LDS specimens, but my 
2.0 specimens show what I can only call a kind of "reverse bevel" over UNIT, if that makes any sense, in 
which the dentils are absent, but the bevel goes from where the highest point on the dentils begins to the 
tops of the letters. By M3.0, that beveling is gone. I don't know how. Ron and I have discussed this before, 
and if I'm not misquoting him, neither of us really understands how that happens. How that happened doesn't 
make sense to me, but a fact is a fact. I have really puzzled over this and have bought several slightly 
different examples of M2.0 just to see if I could figure it out. I must have too much time on my hands. 

It is possible that your coin has a slightly tapered planchet. It is also very possible that your coin is just worn 
in that area. 

I think we all have to keep in mind that this is not a case where the die state differences are obvious. We can't 
look at the presence or absence of a cud or crack; the differences between these earliest states are subtle. 
After these states, the dies were ground down, and the lowest hair curl is incomplete, OF is weak, the 
dentillation weakens, etc. Your coin was obviously one of the first couple thousand minted. 

For me, it comes down to whether or not you can see the clash mark from the L. If it is there, it is 2.0; if not, 
it is probably 1.0. In any case, it is VEDS and interesting and rare as such. It's a great find. 

Plus, anyone gets extra credit points if he outbids Mr. Half Cent! 


Bill 





Subj: RE: 1800 Cl 

Date: 12/30/2004 4:50:50 P.M. Central Standard Time 


From: 

To: 



Tett, 


Were you able to take a look at your 1800 half cents? I still have this nagging urge to write something up about 
the 1800 striking sequence and how the die states possibly relate to copper shipments. I am especially 
interested in knowing the die states of those specimens with visible large cent undertype visible or significantly 
underweight. 

Happy New Year! Wish I was back in hometown of Marceline Missouri. I miss all that snow ; A ) 


Buck 


From: 

Sent: Friday, October 01, 2004 8:20 AM 



To: 

Cc: 


Subject: 1800 Cl 

Buck: Congratulations on your find. I can't add anything to this debate, either. For the record, I do not have a 
specimen which I list as state 1. I do have one acquired in 1988 as "state II", well before Ron's book set new 
standards for die states. I should take another look at this one to see how it should be attributed now. Also I 
have a number of errors such as double strikes, struck over brockages or large cents, etc. None of these have 
been attributed as to die state, which is also something I need to do. The recent exchange of comments will be 
helpful. Thanks to Ron and Bill for that. Tett 


Incoming mail is certified Virus Free. 

Checked by AVG anti-vims system (http://www.grisoft.com). 
Version: 6.0.771 / Virus Database: 518 - Release Date: 9/28/2004 




Subj: Re: 1800 Cl 

Date: 12/30/2004 7:00:21 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 


Buck: No, I have not yet. Procrastination on a number of subjects. Will try to do it in January. Tett 




Subj: 1800's at last 

Date: 1/26/2005 5:02:28 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

CC: 

Buck: January not yet being over, I have met my self-imposed deadline for responding to you about the die 
states of 1800's struck on planchets cut down from spoiled large cents. 

1) I have five of these which show clear large cent undertype, out of a total of twenty-one 1800 specimens. 

2) Although most of these are quite low grade, all five are clearly early die states, either 1.0 or 2.0. They all 
have strong complete lower curls and OF as strong as the adjacent letters TES and AM, except for one on 
which the OF area is obliterated by the large cent detail. 

3) Unfortunately, four of the five are too weak or rough in the area above UNI to say definitely whether there is 
or is not a clash mark. The fifth specimen clearly lacks any sign of a clash mark. 

4) I have two other specimens without large cent undertype that show the clash marks quite strongly, 
particularly the vertical stroke above the space between N and I. These coins have the detail approximately of 
VF and VG, respectively. The former is from the Roger Cohen Sale, Lot #96, and is illustrated in the 2nd 
edition of Roger's book. 

5) Ron's warning that wear can make a coin appear to be of an earlier die state is certainly valid in general. 
However, in my opinion, after looking at my coins I do not think it applies in this case. The clash marks are 
strong, they are incused, and they are in an area below the level of and somewhat protected by the neighboring 
details, the N, the I, and the rim. 

6) Therefore I conclude that the evidence "strongly suggests" that the one coin I have which is clear enough to 
say that it lacks clash marks is die state 1.0. And if your coin appears the same it is 1.0. 

7) Moreover, it would appear that all of the 1800’s on planchets cut down from large cents were struck at about 
the same time, since none of them is in one of the more common later die states. Therefore, one could 
reasonably speculate that they might also be 1.0's, even if the area where the clash marks could appear is too 
rough or weak to determine if they would otherwise be seen. 

8) I would, of course, be anxious to hear Ron's reaction, or that of anyone else. I can bring the coins to EAC, if 
you would like. Hope all of this is helpful to you. Tett 



Subj: Re: 1800's at last 

Date: 1/26/2005 5:35:05 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 


Hello Tett, 

Regarding #7 in your response to Buck: 

I own an 1800 with large cent undertype that is state M5.0. 

I discovered this coin on eBay in Nov. 2000. 

It is unique as such. All other known examples are from the early die states 1.0 and 2.0. Ron Manley and 
myself wrote articles about it in the Jan. 15, 2001 issue of Penny Wise. 

On a side note: I look forward to finally meeting you and some of your half cents at EAC 2005. 

My friend Bob Yuell always mentions how knowledgeable you are when it comes to early copper. 

Regards, 

Ed Fuhrman 
EAC#4715 


On Wed, 26 Jan 2005 18:02:28 EST 


writes: 


Buck: January not yet being over, I have met my self-imposed deadline for responding to you about 
the die states of 1800's struck on planchets cut down from spoiled large cents. 

1) I have five of these which show clear large cent undertype, out of a total of twenty-one 1800 
specimens. 

2) Although most of these are quite low grade, all five are clearly early die states, either 1.0 or 2.0. 
They all have strong complete lower curls and OF as strong as the adjacent letters TES and AM, 
except for one on which the OF area is obliterated by the large cent detail. 

3) Unfortunately, four of the five are too weak or rough in the area above UNI to say 

definitely whether there is or is not a clash mark. The fifth specimen clearly lacks any sign of a clash 
mark. 

4) I have two other specimens without large cent undertype that show the clash marks quite 
strongly, particularly the vertical stroke above the space between N and I. These coins have the 
detail approximately of VF and VG, respectively. The former is from the Roger Cohen Sale, Lot #96, 
and is illustrated in the 2nd edition of Roger's book. 

5) Ron's warning that wear can make a coin appear to be of an earlier die state is certainly valid in 
general. However, in my opinion, after looking at my coins I do not think it applies in this case. The 
clash marks are strong, they are incused, and they are in an area below the level of and somewhat 
protected by the neighboring details, the N, the I, and the rim. 

6) Therefore I conclude that the evidence "strongly suggests" that the one coin I have which is clear 
enough to say that it lacks clash marks is die state 1.0. And if your coin appears the same it is 1.0. 

7) Moreover, it would appear that all of the 1800's on planchets cut down from large cents were 
struck at about the same time, since none of them is in one of the more common later die states. 
Therefore, one could reasonably speculate that they might also be 1.0's, even if the area where the 
clash marks could appear is too rough or weak to determine if they would otherwise be seen. 

8) I would, of course, be anxious to hear Ron's reaction, or that of anyone else. I can bring the coins 
to EAC, if you would like. Hope all of this is helpful to you. Tett 




Re: 1800's at last 

1/26/2005 10:34:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Subj: 

Date: 

From 
To: 

Hey Tett, 

The 1800's struck over spoiled large cents are quite rare and I have only seen a few of them. All of which are 
low grade - except the Breen plate coin. The only one I have seen that is state 2.0 with the clash marks is the 
Frankenfield/Cohen example. The Cohen catalog photo is terrible, but in the Frankenfield catalog you can 
clearly see the clash marks. 

There was also an unattributed example on ebay a few years back that I missed because ebay went down 
about an hour before the auction closed. I emailed the guy who won the auction and he didn't even know what 
he had. Nor did he seem to care.. I tried to explain how rare the coin was and that I would like to make him an 
offer but he was not interested in anything I had to say. I still have a photo of the coin but it wasn't good 
enough to show what die state it was from. It was quite dark but clearly showed the letters "STAT" and part of 
the wreath. 

I imagine this coin will make an appearance at some future date. 

Yeah, I'm really looking forward to EAC 2005. I have never been able to attend a convention before because of 
my touring/recording schedule with the band. From what everyone tells me, I'm going to have an awesome 
time. It will be nice to finally meet some of the folks I’ve been chatting with via email - such as yourself, Ron 
Manley, Russ Butcher, etc. 

Ed 



On Wed, 26 Jan 2005 18:49:29 EST 


writes: 


Ed: Thanks for your note, which is very helpful. Do you know of any 1800's struck on spoiled large 
cent planchets which show the clash marks of state 2.0 ? If so, that would certainly eliminate the 
hypothesis in my #7. Yes, let’s chat at EAC. Tett 



BERNARD EDISON 

220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


May 2, 2005 


ERIC 

The 1804 Cohen 3 has actually been delisted as a separate variety. 
It is from the same dies as the first Spiked Chin, which is Cohen 
5. However, the C3 was struck before the die received the injury 
which resulted in the spiked chin. 

It is a very rare die state. At the time I acquired my first 
example of it back in the 1970s, it was one of only two known. 
At this year's EAC, there were five examples on exhibit with reports 
of another two to four in other collections. It is the sort of 
thing that might well have other examples lying around unattributed, 
as was the case in the one Ed Fuhrman cherrypicked. 

In any case, when I compared ours with Ed Fuhrman's new speciman, 
he and I both agreed, as did other half cent af ficionados, that 
mine is still the finest known and his is number two. My original 
acquisition is third finest known. 


mb 



Attachment 


Subj: Re: EAC Region 8 Newsletter #416 - August 15, 2004 

Date: 8/27/2004 3:25:07 PM Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 

Congratulations to Ed Fuhrman on cherrypicking what is probably the finest known 1804 C3. In 1997 I 
acquired from Bill Weber the specimen he had purchased at the 1995 EAC Sale, lot #109. It was described 
there as sharpness 15+, net grade 10 because of an old cleaning and the resultant hairlines. It was also 
described as the finest of four known examples. Both Bill and I agreed that it was the finest that we knew or 
had heard of at that time. I have not heard since of a better one until yours appeared. It sounds to me that 
yours is now the finest, and we can both bring ours to EAC 2005 so that you can confirm that this is the case. 
Once again, congratulations ! 


Subj: Re: 1800 Cl Manley DS 1.0 Question 

Date: 10/1/2004 7:12:58 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: 

To: 


Bill wrote: "For me, it comes down to whether or not you can see the clash mark from the L. If it is there, it is 
2.0; if not, it is probably 1.0. ” There is no question that when this diagnostic clash mark is visible, an 1800 
Cl specimen is from my State 2.0. However, Bill's belief that if it not visible, it is probably State 1.0, I must 
take issue. In my book's introduction (pg. vi, next to last paragraph), I warn: "it is not at all unusual for a 
well worn coin to appear to be from an earlier die state than it truly is." 

I don't know how many times someone has presented a low grade 1804 C6 (for example) that didn't show 
reverse die cracks and, using the same logic as Bill, concluded it was from "perfect dies”. Such 
a determination is no more valid than concluding a low grade coin w/o visible hair detail, leaf detail, or 
drapery lines was "probably” made from dies lacking such features. 

For Buck's EDS 1800 Cl, if its reverse dentilation were complete, then its die state determination could almost 
certainly be made reliably. He also observed that "On the obverse the tops of LI appear weakly struck." There 
are several possibilities why this may be the case, one of which is that these letters get a bit squashed when the 
dies clash (State 2.0). 

I think we all agree that Buck's 1800 Cl is either State 1.0 or early State 2.0, but we cannot be sure— AND it 
is unwise IMHO to conclude otherwise. Bill's other observations are all valid and well taken. However, to 
reiterate, on low grade coins of ANY variety, the absence of visible die cracks (or clash marks) which are 
diagnostic in die state determination, do NOT imply the coin is from the earliest die state. 

Ron Manley 



Subj: 1800 Cl 

Date: 10/1/2004 10:19:41 AM Central Davliaht Time 

From: 

To: 

CC: 

Buck: Congratulations on your find. I can't add anything to this debate, either. For the record, I do not have a 
specimen which I list as state 1. I do have one acquired in 1988 as "state II”, well before Ron's book set new 
standards for die states. I should take another look at this one to see how it should be attributed now. Also I 
have a number of errors such as double strikes, struck over brockages or large cents, etc. None of these have 
been attributed as to die state, which is also something I need to do. The recent exchange of comments will be 
helpful. Thanks to Ron and Bill for that. Tett 



Half Cent Collection 

3/2/2006 10:40:23 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 


Dear Friends, 

As many of you already know, I was planning on selling my Draped Bust Half Cent collection in early 2007. 

Well, plans sometimes have a strange way of changing unexpectedly. A few weeks ago I received an offer for 
one of my coins that I could not turn down and I decided to sell it. Then a week later I received another offer 
for two more coins. Then the flood gates opened and this same fellow decided he wanted 18 more! Honestly, I 
never thought I'd sell this way. He really wanted these coins, and if I can borrow a phrase from a famous 
movie "he made me an offer I couldn't refuse!" lol 

I know there will be some disappointment among some of you that these coins will not go up at auction, but I 
found myself in a position where I felt this was the best option for me. I plan on purchasing my first home and I 
need a substantial down-payment to be able to afford something in my area. Housing prices are almost as 
insane as coin prices these days! 

Anyway, there are still plenty of great coins left that I'm going to make available to you (my-friends) first. These 
include: 1800 Cl cho)*&Ay50, 1800 Cl with LC un^fertype (unique M5.0)!!!, 1800 Cl cfcMg F+/VF Triple 
struck, T800 Cl VG8 '(S^bff center strike, 1800 VG10 Cl touble struck, 1802 C2 ^ struck oveuLC, 18$<C2 
G5, 18^03 F12, 1804 C3 G5, 1804 C6 pro^ike EF45+/50 M7.0, 1804 C0<Pl5 M12.0, 1804 C®F25 flipover 
double sfike(slightly bent), 1804 Cl 3 FI2 obv. struck over rev. brockage and the rev. is rotated180 degrees 
double struck, 1804 C13 choic^F25+ double struck and rotated 25 degrees, 1804 C13 F12 Adverse is struck 
over a rev. brocage, 1805 Cl VF25+(cleaned) Obve)4e is struck over a rev. brockage and the reverse is triple 
struck, 1805 C^G5, 1806 Cl MSj»P+ choice with full'cartwheel, 1806 C2 VF>S Prooflike(ex Cohen), 1803*£ 
MS60+ , 1807 Cl AU5 0 soM e red (ex Weber), 1807)fcl VF25 VEDS, 1808 C3 choic^U50 (ex Pittman), 1809 
C5 VF25 double strucjK^jStated - off center 50% ' 

I still have my MS64 1804 C12 and I plan on keeping this one. I received an unbelievable offer for it, but I just 
can't bring myself to part with this coin.:) 

Many of these coins are pictured on Version 2.0 of my Half Cent CD. If you need photos of anything, I can 
email them to you or send you a CD. 

There are a few coins in the list above that I may decide to hang on to. The 1802 C2 and 1804 C3's are some 
of my favorites and I may not be willing to let them go at any price. But don't be afraid to discuss it with me 
anyway. You never know.. 

I am not in a rush to sell any of these. I do not want any of these coins to end up in some dealer's inventory. I 
would like to place each and every one of these coins with a collector. Someone who will appreciate them as 
much as I have. This is very important to me! 

If you see a coin that you'd like for your collection, please make me a solid offer for it. 

If I feel it's an acceptable amount, then the coin is yours. If not, then I will wait for another offer. I will also work 
with you if you need time to pay off a coin. 6 months will be the maximum I will allow. Feel free to call my 
home # to discuss any of these coins in more detail. (201)692-1231 

I teach from 3pm-10pm, so please call either before 3pm or after 10pm. I am up late, so you can call up to 
about 2:00am if you like. 

Or if you prefer, email or snail mail is fine too. :) 

There is probably something here for everyone. Rare die states, errors, choice coins with superb surfaces, rare 
varieties, etc. 

I will also be taking these coins with me to the Baltimore show in two weeks in case you’d like to see them in 
the copper. 




Subj: Re: Half Cent Collection 

Date: 3/12/2006 5:49:58 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 


Ed: When I returned from vacation, I was sorry to read your letter that you are planning to sell your half cents. 
Isn't there some other way of getting a down payment ? On one occasion many years ago I was able to use 
my coins as collateral for a loan at a friendly bank. Or maybe you have a child you could sell! 

If sell you must, of course I would be interested in some of the errors. Since you said that you are not in a 
hurry, could you bring them to EAC ? I would also be interested to compare your 1804 C3 with mine, which is 
about the same grade and was the finest known when I acquired it many years ago. 

Regards, Tett 


Any remaining pieces that are not sold will be auctioned off later in the year. 

So you guys have first crack at anything on this list. Don't wait too long, because the best pieces will go first. 

I will definitely miss my beloved half cents! Some more than others of course. It's funny how one can become 
emotionally attached to little pieces of copper. I was never this passionate about any of my other coin 
collections. Early Coppers really are special!! - As special as the people who collect them. No one ever 
starts out collecting half cents. It seems to be something that you graduate into. I never really appreciated my 
coins all that much until I started with half cents. They just "speak" to me for some reason. 

Of course, the day after I purchase my home, I will start "Ed's Half Cent Collection #2"!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

I don't know if it will be as impressive as the first collection, but I'm going to give it my best shot.:) 


Ed Fuhrman 
EAC#4715 



Subj: Re: Half Cent Collection 

Date: 3/12/2006 11:22:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 

Hi Tett, 

Good to hear from you. 

Yes, it was quite a difficult decision for me as you might imagine. I really tried to think of every alternative. But 
after much thought, I came to the conclusion that this was the only logical solution. 

Unfortunately, houses in my area of NJ are among the highest in the nation. Even a modest home is 
$500,000. Sure, I could probably sell off the least important pieces in my collection, but that would force me 
into a very tough financial situation. If I put down only 20%, then I would have to finance $400K and that would 
be too much for me to handle comfortably. 

I would not have enough disposable income to continue picking up new half cents. 

And what fun would that be??? 

So instead, I'm trying to put down 40%-50%. , This way my mortgage payments will be reasonable and this will 
allow me to re-build my collection. 

If you think about it, this really makes the most sense. I'm only 38 years old. I have many years (God willing) 
to find new pieces for my collection. 

The good news is that I'm not selling everything. I'm going to keep a few of my favorites. I'm definitely hanging 
onto my 1804 Cl2, both 1804 C3's, 1802 C2, and 1808 C3. These coins are special to me and I just could not 
bring myself to let them go at any price. And believe me, I've had some incredible offers for these pieces, but I 
just can't part with them. 

I have a small number of Draped Bust errors as well. Some will be sold, but I may hold onto one or two. If you 
give me your mailing address, I can send you a CD of my entire collection. This contains nice digital photos of 
everything including my errors, so you can have a look and see if there's anything of interest for you. Or if you 
want, I can email you individual photos of any coins you'd like to see. Let me know.:) 

I'm not in a huge rush to sell any of these, but I've basically told people that once I receive a fair offer from 
someone, the coin will be sold to them. So if there is something you'd like, please let me know as soon as you 
can. I'm not sure there will be much left if you wait for EAC. I've already got quite a bit of interest for most of 
the major errors. I'm taking the whole set to Baltimore this week because a number of collectors have 
expressed interest in seeing many of these coins in the copper. 

It's funny, but almost every collector I know is trying to talk me out of selling my half cents. Believe me, if I 
knew of any other way I would do it. But since I don't have any millionaire friends who are willing to lend me 
$500K, then I really only have one option. 

Don't worry, I'm at peace with my decision. It's certainly not the end of the world. And believe me, the day after 
I buy my home, I will start "Ed's Half Cent Collection #2"!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Although, I may need some serious help from you, Russ Butcher, Mike Demling, and a few others. 

In about a year I'll be giving you a call to see if you have any nice duplicates to help me re-build my set!!!:) 

Talk soon, 

Ed 



Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 



Re: Half Cent Collection 

3/12/2006 11:22:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Hi Tett, 


Good to hear from you. 

Yes, it was quite a difficult decision for me as you might imagine. I really tried to think of every alternative. But 
after much thought, I came to the conclusion that this was the only logical solution. 

Unfortunately, houses in my area of NJ are among the highest in the nation. Even a modest home is 
$500,000. Sure, I could probably sell off the least important pieces in my collection, but that would force me 
into a very tough financial situation. If I put down only 20%, then I would have to finance $400K and that would 
be too much for me to handle comfortably. 

I would not have enough disposable income to continue picking up new half cents. 

And what fun would that be??? 

So instead, I'm trying to put down 40%-50%., This way my mortgage payments will be reasonable and this will 
allow me to re-build my collection. 

If you think about it, this really makes the most sense. I'm only 38 years old. I have many years (God willing) 
to find new pieces for my collection. 

The good news is that I'm not selling everything. I'm going to keep a few of my favorites. I'm definitely hanging 
onto my 1804 C12, both 1804 C3's, 1802 C2, and 1808 C3. These coins are special to me and I just could not 
bring myself to let them go at any price. And believe me, I've had some incredible offers for these pieces, but I 
just can't part with them. 

I have a small number of Draped Bust errors as well. Some will be sold, but I may hold onto one or two. If you 
give me your mailing address, I can send you a CD of my entire collection. This contains nice digital photos of 
everything including my errors, so you can have a look and see if there's anything of interest for you. Or if you 
want, I can email you individual photos of any coins you'd like to see. Let me know.:) 

I'm not in a huge rush to sell any of these, but I've basically told people that once I receive a fair offer from 
someone, the coin will be sold to them. So if there is something you'd like, please let me know as soon as you 
can. I'm not sure there will be much left if you wait for EAC. I've already got quite a bit of interest for most of 
the major errors. I'm taking the whole set to Baltimore this week because a number of collectors have 
expressed interest in seeing many of these coins in the copper. 

It's funny, but almost every collector I know is trying to talk me out of selling my half cents. Believe me, if I 
knew of any other way I would do it. But since I don't have any millionaire friends who are willing to lend me 
$500K, then I really only have one option. 

Don't worry, I'm at peace with my decision. It's certainly not the end of the world. And believe me, the day after 
I buy my home, I will start "Ed's Half Cent Collection #2"!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Although, I may need some serious help from you, Russ Butcher, Mike Demling, and a few others. 

In about a year I'll be giving you a call to see if you have any nice duplicates to help me re-build my set!!!:) 


Talk soon, 
Ed 


Re: Half Cent Collection 

3/14/2006 5:57:18 P.M. Central Standard Time 


Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 

Ed: You can send me a CD at: R. Tettenhorst 220 N. 4th St. Suite A St. Louis MO 63102. 

For what it's worth, I think your financial plan makes sense. It gives you more flexibility in terms of annual 
expenditures for half cents and other uses of cash. Tett 


Subj: Re: Half Cent Collection 

Date: 3/15/2006 12:32:34 A.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 


I'll get that coin CD right out to you first thing Wednesday. 

There are a few pieces that I think you will be interested in. 

I'll be in Baltimore on Fri and Sat, but I'll be home on Sunday if you want to get in touch with me. My home # is 


I'll be happy to answer any questions about the coins. 


Also, thanks for your support regarding my decision to sell. It means a lot to me. :) 

I think a lot of people were under the impression that I was getting out of the hobby. Not a chance!!!!!!! I've 
been collecting since 1973 (age 5) and I will never stop. I enjoy the hobby probably more than most people 
do. I spend a lot of time thinking about coins and I really love to study them. Maybe I'll even get around to 
writing a book on the subject one day. 


I've had many collections over the years. Indian Head Cents, Morgan Dollars, Mercury Dimes, etc. It was 
never a big deal for me to sell any of these coins. But my Half Cents are a totally different story. I actually had 
trouble sleeping after I made the deal to sell my collection. It was really a traumatic experience for me. I know 
that sound crazy, but it's true. I wonder if Bill Weber felt this way when he saw his coins auctioned off? 

I wonder if Roger Cohen felt the same when he sold his first collection to buy a house? 


I will definitely miss my little treasures, but it will only be a temporary set-back. 


Talk soon, 
Ed 


In a message dated 3/14/2006 6:57:18 PM Eastern Standard Time, 


I Ed: You can send me a CD at: R. Tettenhorst 

| For what it’s worth, I think your financial plan makes sense. It gives you more flexibility in terms of 
| annual expenditures for half cents and other uses of cash. Tett 




Re: Half Cent Collection 

4/19/2006 11:58:52 P.M. Central Daylight Time 


22 o5 


Subj: 

Date: 

From: 

To: 




Hello Tett, 

I just wanted to let you know that your bid for 7 of my half cent errors was successful!!! 

Your offer was $11K for: 

1800 Cl Double Struck 
1800 Cl Triple Struck 
1800 Cl Off Center 
1804 C8 Flip-over double strike 

1804 Cl 3 brockage with double struck reverse 

1805 Cl brockage with triple struck reverse 

1809 C5 double struck 50% off center and rotated 45 degrees 

I know you are in France until Apr.26th, so please get in touch with me when you get back and we can work out 
the details of the transaction. 

There was quite a bit of interest in these errors. I received more emails about these than any other coins in my 
collection. 

I'm glad these are going into your collection. It's nice to know that they will be well cared for and appreciated. I 
will miss them very much - especially the brockages! Do I get visitation rights?? lol 


Ed 
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Subj: Half Cents & Dallas 

Date: 2/3/2006 2:38:28 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: 

To: 


Hi Tett, 

I just wanted to say how much I enjoyed spending some time with you in Dallas. 

The stories you tell are always entertaining and informative. And coins you brought with you were simply 
breathtaking!!!:) 

Actually I should say they were "breath-holding" because that's what I did while looking at them because I was 
afraid to get any moisture on the surfaces, hahaha 

Seriously, it was quite an experience to be able to view half cents at this level. Between you, Russ, Ray, and 
Bob, I was really blown away by the quality. Plus your knowledge of the series is unmatched. Do you need a 
Half Cent "apprentice"? If so, then I'd like to apply for the job. lol 

I guess it's a good thing I didn't bring my collection with me, otherwise we'd probably still be down there. I'll 
bring my collection with me to EAC2006. I hope maybe we can get together for an hour or two so you can take 
a look at it. It's a fairly small collection containing only 46 pieces. 43 Draped Busts(my specialty) and 3 Classic 
Heads. It's definitely not in the same league as Russ' collection, but there are a good number of interesting 
specimens. Also, I know you have an affinity for errors, so I have a few that I think you'll really enjoy. 

It was good to see Rick Coleman too. He hasn't been around much, but he is one of the gentlemen who has 
been instrumental in my half cent "education". Years ago he saved me from making a $10,000 mistake with a 
coin. I owe him bigtime for that one. Like you, he's always very giving of his knowledge and is willing to help 
a less experienced collector learn the finer points of early coppers. 

It's amazing how many years it takes to actually develop the skills necessary to know what a quality half cent 
looks like as opposed to one of lesser quality. Early Copper is without a doubt the most challenging field in 
numismatics. At least to my experience. And I've been a coin collector since 1973 (age of 5). 

I don't think anyone typically starts with collecting this series. It seems more of something that you graduate 
up to. This is my 10th year of collecting half cents, and I still feel like I have only just begun. There is so much 
to learn. I thank you and the other advanced half cent "Masters” for bringing me in and allowing me to learn 
from your vast experience. I feel very privileged and it means the world to me!!!:) 

Thanks again and I'll definitely be seeing you in West Palm Beach, 

Ed Fuhrman 
EAC#4715 


Re: Half Cents & Dallas 

2/3/2006 3:25:42 P.M. Central Standard Time 



Ed: Thanks for the nice note. It was a lot of fun for me, too, at the Dallas get-together. And it is always fun for 
me to chat with collectors who share my passion for half cents, whatever the stage of their collections. 
Remember, we were ail beginners once and recall the more experienced people who helped to educate us. 
And I continue to learn from looking at the coins of others and talking to them. See you at EAC ! Tett 


Thanks for getting in touch, Tett 


In a message dated 5/23/2014 1:24:58 P.M. Centra! Daylight Time, 


writes: 


HiTett, 


Long time no speak. I hope you are doing well. Although I did not 
attend the sale of your half cents in person, I was watching and bidding 
online. Unfortunately none of my bids were successful, but I enjoyed 
the "action" nonetheless. 

I'm sure you were just as amazed as I was at some of the hammer prices. 
I bid on a few coins, but in many cases my bids were blown away by a 
factor of 5X or in some cases 10X. It was an eye opening experience to 
say the least. Needless to say, there seems to be a ferocious appetite 
for high end half cents. 

Believe it or not, I recently purchased my very first Liberty Cap half 
cent. Yes, after all these years I bought a pre-1800 coin! It's a 
really neat piece and I'm interested in hearing what you have to say 
about it. I have been doing some research on early mint errors of this 
type and have not been able to locate an example even close to this 
one. I know you had the largest and most extensive half cent error 
collection, but not even your set had an example like this. If you did 
have one not in the sale, I'd love to see some photos or even hear a 
description of it. 

I've included some photos of it. I would love to hear your thoughts 
about this interesting specimen. 

Thanks, 

Ed Fuhrman 
EAC#4715 


" ’ *" Forward | More 



To Me 

Jun 10 at 12:28 PM 
And the response. Tett 


Frorr - 

To: 



Sent: 6/10/2014 12:18:58 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
Subj: Re: Half cents - interesting discovery 

Hey Tett, 

1100% agree with your assessment of what happened to this half cent. It makes sense to me. And I'm 
aware you had a few examples in your collection like this. However, all the examples I have seen are 
dated 1800 or later. This is the only pre-1800 brockage error I can find with a significant portion of the 
brockage showing. I know you had a 1794 C9, Lot#13 Davyl , but this only showed the arc/dentils from 





the rim of the brockage error. 


I have been searching for another pre-1800 error like the one I found and have been unable to locate 
even a single example. So that's what I found so fascinating about this coin. I've owned a few Draped 
Bust and Classic Head partial brockage errors. These are rare, but attainable with patience. But the 
Liberty Cap partial brockages seem to be a rarity 8. I'm new to the Liberty Cap series. In fact, this was 
my first purchase of a pre-1800 half cent. I guess I started off with a good one! I'll ask around and see if 
anyone else has seen a 1793-97 dated half cent struck over a brockage. 

Anyway, it was great to hear your assessment of this piece. I think you nailed it right on the head. Some 
of these error pieces can make your head spin. You almost need a degree in engineering to figure some 
of them out. Or we can just ask the Master himself -- TettM! 

Thanks again for taking a look and helping me understand this coin! 

Talk soon, 

Ed 

Reply, Reply All or Forward | More 

Me 

To 

Jun 10 at 12:41 PM 
Tett, 

Thanks, I'll print it off and Ed now gets his own file. Whenever I'm over I'd love to see 
the pictures of the coin. 


Bob 


Reply, Reply All or Forward | More 
To Me 

Jun 10 at 12:42 PM 
OK. 

In a message dated 6/10/2014 12:41:11 P.M. Central Daylight Time, 
writes: 

Reply , Reply All or Forward | More 








Bob: A current exchange of correspondence with Ed Fuhrman which might fit into one of your 
categories. Tett 



Sent: 6/10/2014 11:20:17 A M. Central Daylight Time 
Subj: Re: Half cents - interesting discovery 

Ed: I have had a chance to study and think about your coin. Very interesting. Here is one possible 
sequence of events that I think might have produced the coin: 

1) The preceding coin was struck normally, but not ejected from the press. It remained resting on the 
obverse die, with the reverse up. 

2) This planchet was inserted about 80% into the press, on top of the reverse of the previous coin. 

3) Now when struck this coin would have a 20% off-center brockage of the reverse on one side and a 
20% off-center but otherwise normal reverse on the other side. 

4) The coin was ejected and then re-inserted into the dies for a normally centered strike. This would 
result in an obverse impression over the off-center brockage, and a normally centered reverse double 
struck over the off-center reverse, just as seen now on the coin. 

Examples showing a combination of off-center brockage with a normal other strike are not unknown. See 
Davy I lot 183 and Davy II lots 284, 287, and 288. However, I have not examined any of these to see if 
one could have been produced in the same sequence as described above for your coin. 

One of the special joys of error coins is the challenge they sometimes offer of "how did it get that way ?" 


Your 1804 C6 is a great find, also. 

Let me know if the above explanation makes sense to you. It was not unknown for a half cent to be 
struck three or even four times. Davy I lot 185. 

Thanks for sending me the photos. Tett 

In a message dated 6/9/2014 1:54:04 P.M. Central Daylight Time, 

Hi Tett, 

Glad you finally got the photos. Yes, I thought you might enjoy seeing this. I know of your love and 
fascination with the half cent mint errors. I enjoy them myself. It's like a little puzzle/mystery that needs 
solving. Sometimes it's hard to figure out what occurred first. 

I actually just found another piece that may be even more interesting than the coin you're looking at. I 
found an 1804 C6 that appears to be struck on a cut down spoiled large cent brockage error planchet. 

The letter "O" is clearly visible on the bust tip and there are also some brockage remnants on the rim. 

The weight is light at 80.9 grains. I'm trying to look for evidence of this being made with a vice or a 
hammer, but can't seem to find any. No bulging opposite the undertype. The coin is not bent in any way. I 
can't find anything that would suggest the coin is not an authentic mint made error piece. I'm going to 
bring the coin with me to Baltimore and show it around at the coin show. Maybe someone can help me 
determine if the coin is "good". It would be a very important discovery since there are no known half 
cents after 1802 struck on spoiled LC stock. 




Talk soon, 
Ed 


P.S. I will be in Las Vegas from 6/11 - 6-16. So if I take a while to respond to emails, that's why. 


On Mon, Jun 09, 2014 at 02:26 PM, 


wrote: 


Ed: The photos arrived, after an adventurous journey courtesy of the post office travel 
agency. 

It is truly a delightful error half cent. I will set the pictures aside for a bit and return to 
them to describe the exact sequence of events which the coin enjoyed. Thanks for sending 
me the pictures. Tett 


In a message dated 6/5/2014 4:45:21 P.M. Central Daylight Time, 
writes: 


Hi Tett, 


I sent them to the address you gave me. Maybe the mail is slow, but they should have arrived by now I 
would think. 


Ed 


On Thu, Jun 05, 2014 at 05:31 PM, 


No, Ed. I did not receive them. I'm sorry. Where did you send them ? Tett 


In a message dated 6/5/2014 4:29:12 P.M. Central Daylight Time, 
writes: 


Just wondering if you got the half cent photos I mailed to you. I sent them over a week ago, so you 
should have received them by now. Did you? 


Let me know. 
Ed 


On Fri, May 23, 2014 at 04:55 PM, 


wrote: 


Ed: Good to hear from you, and it's always fun to talk about error half cents. 

Unfortunately, my computer wouldn't bring up the pictures of your coin. Would you be 
willing to print out a copy of it and mail it to me at 220 N. 4th St., St. Louis MO 63102. 
Alternatively you could write me a description of the aspects of the coin which you find 
interesting, or both. 




